
KNOW, BEFORE YOU GO

A recent real estate consumer survey* has unveiled an unsettlingly 
low level of knowledge reported by today’s homebuyers and sellers 
that has resulted in a feeling of post-transaction regret for many.

CNSF

The survey reveals that 41 percent 
of surveyed homeowners and 45 
percent of first-time homebuyers 
wish they had done something 
differently when buying or selling 
their home, for example:

  Having a better grasp of the 
process (buying process: 26%; 
selling process 12%) 

  Seeing more houses (buying 
process: 21%)

  Having a home inspection (buying 
process: 15%)

  Understanding the contracts 
involved better (buying process: 
14%; selling process: 9%)

Knowledge is power, and education 
about the buying and selling process 
surrounding one of the biggest 
financial decisions of your life is 

paramount to easing the stress and 
eliminating any uncertainties you 
may have about your real estate 
transaction. Before running the risk 
of any post-transaction regrets, 
sit down with your real estate 
representative to brush up on all the 
basics before taking the first step 
towards buying or selling a home. 

Now that the busy spring season 
is here, you’ll want to make sure 
you’re on top of the latest real 
estate issues. Please call today so we 
can go through all your questions 
and concerns thoroughly, ensuring 
that when you’re ready to make a 
move, you’re confident about all 
your decisions.

* Survey conducted by RECO, the Real Estate Council of Ontario.
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Greetings! You’re receiving this
newsletter with hopes that you find
it informative and entertaining.

If you’re thinking of making a move,
or are just curious as to real estate
trends in your area, please feel free
to call at any time.  It’s always good
to hear from you!

All the best,

 Anita Pimentel
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Are you a pet owner, or thinking of becoming one? Do you occasionally take pets in, as a favor to family or 
friends or as a volunteer for your local shelter? Or are you hesitant about the possibility of pet ownership, 
worried about the havoc it could wreak on your home? If you answered yes to any of these questions, keep 
reading. The following tips will help ensure your home is safe for pets – and safe from them!

  Store harmful items (cleaning products, medications, 
sharp objects, and foodstuffs like chocolate and coffee, 
for example) where pets can’t access them. Child-safety 
locks will keep particularly curious, clever pets out 
of cupboards. 

  Always keep toilet lids down. The chemicals in toilet 
cleaners can make pets ill, and if they’re small enough, 
animals can fall in and drown. Lid locks can be useful, if 
only to remind the humans at home not to leave lids up. 

  Speaking of lids, keep trash bins securely covered – put 
them inside (latched) cabinets if you have to, in order to 
prevent pets from ingesting something harmful to them 
and from making a mess. 

  Many types of common household plants can be toxic 
to animals. Do some research online so you know if you 
currently have any plants you’ll need to remove before 
introducing pets to your home, and which species to 
avoid in the future. 

  Vacuum. A lot. Frequent vacuuming keeps your home 
looking clean and tidy, but more importantly, it cleans 
your floors of odds and ends that could harm pets if 
swallowed, like a pill or length of thread. Pet owners will 
want to invest in a vacuum designed to handle pet hair. 

  Rather than keeping breakable knick-knacks on 
tabletops, pet owners should display them on floating 

shelves or in glass-front cabinets where they can be 
seen but not knocked over. Those playing host to pets 
can just put such items in storage temporarily. 

  If you don’t have hardwood floors – the more practical 
choice for pet owners – have on hand an enzyme 
cleaner specifically designed for pet urine, feces or 
vomit. They’re the most effective way to eliminate stains 
and odors from carpeting and upholstery.

  Protect your flooring and furniture from pet hair and 
scratches by keeping pets well groomed – that means 
regular brushing, bathing, and nail trimming. 

  Make sure pets have toys made specifically for them 
to play with – giving them your old socks or shoes 
to chew on teaches them bad habits. And give them 
plenty of exercise to prevent them from getting bored – 
and destructive.     

  Keep electrical cords safe from pets – and pets safe from 
electrocution. There are plenty of methods and products 
for this purpose, from unpleasant-tasting sprays to cable 
clips, wraps, organizers and covers. 

  Use crates or gates to keep pets confined to safe areas 
when you’re not home to supervise them. And don’t 
worry, pet owners: they needn’t be eyesores! There are 
plenty of furniture-quality pet gates and crates that can 
seamlessly blend into your décor. 

 SAFETY FIRST 
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LOOK AT ME!
Warmer temperatures are just around the corner, 
which means For Sale signs will be popping up 
like spring flowers. What can you do to make your 
property stand apart from the competition?  

  Work with a real-estate representative to identify 
your target demographic – that is, the type of buyer 
most likely to be interested in a property like yours. 
Maybe it’s young families or maybe it’s empty nesters. 
Whatever the buyer profile your rep develops, you can 
use it to focus on making improvements to your home 
that will appeal to that target market. 

  Make your home move-in ready. That means making 
sure it’s spotlessly clean and tidy; your décor is a 
neutral canvas that can be easily made over to suit the 
buyer’s tastes and all those repairs you’ve been putting 
off – be they minor, like drips and squeaks, or major, 
like appliances on the fritz – are addressed before your 
property is listed. 

  Have it staged. Stagers are experts at designing and 
decorating homes in such a way that their best features 
are highlighted and they trigger a positive emotional 
response in buyers. And, with the help of your real   
estate rep’s buyer profile, your stager can further tailor 
their efforts to appeal to your target buyer, making 
even your home’s staging a standout.

  Invest in professional photography. Far too many 
listings have photos that suffer from poor composition, 
lack of focus, and lack of light – if they have photos at 
all. Since most buyers start their home search online, 
professional photography is a great way to position 
your property against competing 
ones, and turn lookers into visitors. 
Like staging, it will pay for itself. 

READY, SET, BUY

  You’ll avoid wasting time looking at properties 
that are out of your budget. When your financial 
institution has pre-approved you for a mortgage loan, 
you’ll have a clear understanding of how much home 
you can afford to buy, which means you can narrow 
your search focus, saving you time in your hunt for 
the right property. 

  You’ll be able to act quicker when you do find the 
right property. The pre-approval process takes time – 
do it before you start your home hunt, and you won’t 
need to press pause during your search so you can 
take time out to go get approved – time during which 
someone else might snap up that home you want 
for yourself. 

  You’ll receive an offer acceptance faster than you 
would if you weren’t pre-approved. Sellers would 
much rather deal with a buyer who’s already been 
pre-approved for a mortgage loan than one who 
hasn’t. And of course, the sooner a seller accepts your 
offer, the sooner you can declare your search for a 
new home finished. 

  You’ll avoid last-minute financing-related hiccups 
that could slow down or even put a stop to 
your closing. When you go through the mortgage 
application process before you start shopping for a 
new home, you needn’t worry about the deal falling 
through due to your inability to secure financing, 
or things being held up because of incomplete or 
missing paperwork.

Want to see your home hunt come to an end 
quicker? Here are four ways that explain how 
getting pre-approved for a mortgage before you 
start shopping can help get you into your new 
home sooner.



The ingredients in smoothies are only limited by 
your imagination. Here are suggestions for some 
healthy choices to get you started. Simply combine 
and blend until smooth. For an extra nutritional 
boost, add your choice of wheat germ, flaxseed, 
hemp seeds, sunflower seeds or chia seeds.

Fruity Patooty Smoothie
  ½ c. Greek yogurt
  1 plum, pitted 

and chopped
  1 peach, pitted 

and chopped

  1 nectarine, pitted 
and chopped

  ½ c. blueberries, fresh 
or frozen

Drink Your Greens Smoothie
  ¼ c. carrot juice
  ½ c. orange juice
  1 c. spinach leaves
  1 c. kale, ribs removed
  4 broccoli florets

  1 banana, peeled, 
sliced, frozen

  1 apple, cored and 
chopped

Beet You’ll Love It Smoothie
  1 c. almond milk
  2 medium beets, peeled 

and chopped
  1 banana, peeled, 

sliced, frozen

  1 c. raspberries, fresh 
or frozen

  handful of ice cubes

Terminology Tip
PORTABLE MORTGAGE —Portability 
refers to a mortgage feature that allows a 
homeowner who is selling their property and 
buying a new one to transfer their current 
mortgage balance to their new property, 
with the same lender, at the same terms. 
While there may be some bank fees involved 
in porting, or moving, the mortgage, the 
mortgage client can avoid penalties that 
might otherwise be applied to break their 
interest rate contract. Your mortgage 
professional can clarify the specifics of 
porting a mortgage in your specific situation.
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